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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOGADISCIO 1449 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, SO, UR 

SUBJ: AFP REPORTS SOMALI BREAKS RELATIONS WITH USSR 

1 . WE BELIEVE AFP REPORT WHOLLY WITHOUT SUBSTANCE. SOMALI 
AMBASSADOR ILUNAIROBI HAS ALSO DENIED REPORT THAT SOMALIA 
BROKE RELATIONS WITH USSR. 

2. NAIROBI PRESS REPORTS ON MAJOR POLICY CHANGES IN SOMALIA 
HAVE PROVED UNRELIABLE OVER PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. IT WAS 
NAIROBI PRESS THAT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR JULY NEWS STORIES 
ALLEGING THAT SOVIET UNION WAS WITHDRAWING FROM SOMALIA. 
THESE WERE PICKED UP BY WASHINGTON POST. 

3. AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, AFP REPORT WAS BASED ON 
MISINTERPRETATION OF RADIO MOGADISCIO BROADCASTS CONCERNING 
SOMALIA’S PROBLEMS WITH SOVIET UNION AND SOCIALIST ALLIES. 

WE REPORTED GIST OF THESE REPORTS IN MOGADISCIO 1438. 

LOUGHRAN 
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